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(54) Multiple access method using multicarrier transmission 



(57) The present invention includes a telecommuni- 
cations system including a plurality of transmitters (20), 
each transmitter (20) transmitting a modulated signal on 
one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one 
time, said transmitters (20) being co-ordinated by fre- 
quency division multiplexing and synchronised to pro- 
duce an orthogonal frequency division multiplex 
(OFDM) signal at a receiver (10). 

The present invention also includes a method of 
operating a telecommunication system, comprising the 
steps of: 

transmitting from each transmitter of a plurality of 
transmitters a modulated data stream on one car- 
rier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one 
time, co-ordinating and synchronising the transmis- 
sions of the plurality of transmitters so as to pro- 
duce an orthogonal frequency multiplexed (OFDM) 
signal at a receiver. 

A transmitter (20) is also described for transmitting 
a modulated data stream on one carrier of a set of 
equally spaced carriers at any one time, the spacing of 
said carriers being at the baud rate or a multiple thereof 
comprising: 

a modulator (31) for modulation of a data stream, 
a means (31) for sequentially hopping between at 
least two of said carriers. 

The present invention also includes satellite 
receiver for receiving an orthogonal frequency multi- 
plexed (OFDM) signal including a set of equally spaced 



carriers, each carrying a modulated data stream, the 
satellite receiver including a demodulator for demodu- 
lating the OFDM signal. 

The modulation of the data stream in accordance 
with the present invention is preferably substantially 
constant envelope. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to telecommunication, especially satellite telecommunication systems and a 
method of operating the same as well as a transmitter, e.g. an earth station, and a receiver, e.g. an earth station or a 
5 satellite, for use with the telecommunication system. The present invention may provide a multi-user, multi-channel, 
multi-frequency, spectrally efficient telecommunications system and method of operating the same 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 [0002] Multimedia personal communications systems including full motion video, voice, fax and other data services 
should have relatively low cost user equipment. Narrowband ISDN public telephone services are not able to provide the 
bandwidth and broadband ISDN has not gained acceptance for personal communications. Users are therefore under- 
served by the existing terrestrial services. 

[0003] The high power amplifier in a user radio transmitter represents a significant cost. It is generally desirable to 
is operate the power amplifier as efficiently as possible, i.e. close to or at saturation. Travelling wave tube amplifiers 
(TWTA) satisfy the need for broadband capability, high output power and high DC to RF conversion efficiency. However, 
operating close to or at saturation introduces two types of distortion, firstly a non-linear relationship between output and 
input amplitudes, known as the amplitude modulation-to-amplitude modulation (AM-AM) conversion effect, and sec- 
ondly a dependence of the output phase on the input amplitude, known as the amplitude modulation-to-phase modula- 
te tion (AM-PM) conversion effect. Fig. 1 shows the phase and amplitude characteristic for a typical TWTA. To reduce the 
AM-AM and AM-PM conversion effects, the power amplifier may be run in a linear region, e.g. by reducing the maximum 
power by a certain number of dB, known as output back-off (OBO) which may be achieved by reducing the gain or by 
reducing the input amplitude, known as input back-off (I BO). However, increasing OBO reduces the efficiency of the 
amplifier and hence, tolerance to noise and interference. If an ampirf ier is run at or close to their maximum power, the 
25 AM-AM and AM-PM conversion effects have negative effects on the system performance. Firstly the bit error rate (BER) 
of the system is degraded due to distortion of the amplitude and phase of the signalling elements and due to intersym- 
bol interference (ISI), and secondly the signal is spread spectrally which increases the interchannel interference, par- 
ticularly for the directly adjacent channels (ACI) in multi-channel systems. TTie spectral spreading results from 
regeneration (also known as regrowth) of sidelobes even when the input signal has been bandwidth limited as can be 
30 seen from Fig. 2 which compares operating a TWTA in a non-linear region (close to saturation) and in a linear region 
with a bandlimited QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift Keyed) signal. In order to reduce the intercharnel interference (ICI) 
the frequency spacing of the channels is usually kept to at least 1 .2 and usually 1 .5 times the symbol rate or greater. 
This results in a spectrally inefficient system. 

[0004] Solid state amplifiers using silicon bipolar or gallium arsenide (GaAs) MESFET transistors have a different 
35 phase and amplitude characteristic of which one example is shown in Fig. 3. Such amplifiers can be operated at 1.6 
OBO but this is still a highly undesirable drop in power efficiency especially as the power output from solid state devices 
is limited anyway. 

[0005] One approach to solving signal degradation and spectral spreading problems is to try and linearise the output 
of the amplifier. Feedforward linearisers split the input signal into two parallel paths, one passing through a first amplifier 

40 and the other passing through a delay line having a delay equal to that introduced by the first amplifier. All error signal 
is obtained by comparing the outputs from the first amplifier and the delay line which is fed to a second amplifier to bring 
its level to a proper value relative to the main amplified signal. The output from the first amplifier is delayed by an amount 
equal to the delay introduced by the second amplifier and then combined with the output of the second amplifier in an 
error injection coupler to provide a compensated signal. This method has the major disadvantage of requiring two 

45 amplifiers. 

[0006] Negative feedback linearisers are useful at low-frequencies but have limited use for high frequencies. With so- 
called "Cartesian feedback", the output of the power amplifier is fed to a demodulator to extract the baseband signal 
which is then used to compensate the input signal of the modulator. 

[0007] Predistortion techniques attempt to distort the input signal in such a way that the output in the non-linear region 
so of the amplifier appears linear. The pre-distortion may be applied to the radio frequency (RF), intermediate frequency 
(IF) or baseband of the input signal. Baseband pre-distortion operates on the data signal before modulation and has 
the disadvantage that it is highly dependent on the modulation technique used. US 5,579,342 describes a baseband 
pre-compensation technique. 

[0008] RF and IF pre-distortion attempt to create a circuit which has more-or-less the inverse characteristic of the 
55 power amplifier. RF pre-distortion is currently the preferred method as the power amplifier and the lineariser can be 
packaged as a single, self-contained unit which is independent of the modulation method used. However, acceptable 
performance is still limited to an OBO of 0.3 dB at best. Further, linearisers increase the cost of consum r terminals 
unnecessarily. 



2 



EP 0 930 744 A1 

[0009] The modulation technique used also has a significant effect on spectral efficiency and. irrterchannel and inter- 
symbol interference. A wide range of modulation techniques have been tested in a variety of radio telecommunications 
systems having widely different channel characteristics, e.g. mobile telephones, satellite video and television broad- 
casting, cable modems, optical fibre communication systems. The ideal modulation or keying technique would provide 

5 

a) finite bandwidth to limit irrterchannel (ICI) and particularly adjacent channel interference (ACI) and to improve 
spectral efficiency, 

b) no intersymbol interference, 

c) can be used with low-priced hardware, and 

10 d) resistance to fading and multi-path distortion in radio telecommunications systems. 

[0010] In practice not all of these requirements may be met simultaneously. Generally, requirement a) excludes con- 
stant envelope modulation schemes which have an infinite or near-to-infinite bandwidth which increases ACI. Linear 
modulation techniques require linear processing, e.g. no hard limiting or non-linear operation of amplifiers if sidelobe 
is generation (see Fig. 2) is to be avoided. There are several nearly constant envelope or quasi-linear modulation tech- 
niques which may allow the amplifiers some non-linearity but with increasing complexity, the receivers become more 
complex and ISI may also increase. There therefore, is a requirement, particularly for satellite communications, for a 
modulation technique which is easy to implement, provides low ACI and ISI, and allows simple and fast receiver designs 
which can be used on-board. 

20 [001 1 ] Orthogonal modulation of multiple carriers (OFDM) from a single high speed serial data stream transmitted as 
a multiplexed set of low speed data streams modulated onto a set of carriers evenly spaced in frequency throughout the 
transmission band has been known for a long time for use in modems although it has never been a "mainstream" con- 
cept. It has only recently become of interest for radio and television broadcasting since the discrete Fourier transform 
(DFT) circuitry for the receivers has become readily available and fast. A review of DFT techniques and implementa- 

25 tions may be found in the articles by G. M. Blair, Electronics & Communication, vol. 7, number 5, pages 169 to 177, 
August 1 995 and vol . 7, number 5, pages 1 87 to 1 94, October 1 995. By symbol synchronising the carriers and spacing 
them in the frequency domain at the symbol rate, orthogonality between the carriers can be obtained which lowers ICI 
and ACI. Provided a large number of carriers is used, no equalisation of the received signal is necessary. Further, 
orthogonality between carriers is also the requirement for demodulation using DFT which simplifies the receiver design 

30 as explained in the article on digital audio broadcasting by R. Shelswell entitled "The COFDM modulation system: the 
heart of digital audio broadcasting", Electronics & Communication, vol. 7, number 3, June 1995. Coded orthogonal fre- 
quency division multiplexing (COFDM) has also been adopted for the DVB-T standard for the broadcasting of video and 
television transmissions as explained in the article by U. Reimers, "DVB-T: the COFDM-based system for terrestrial tel- 
evision", Electronics & Communication, vol. 9, number 1, February 1997. 

35 [001 2] Satellites for telecommunications systems may be grouped into three types: low earth orbit (altitude less than 
2000 km), medium earth orbit (altitude between 5000 and 15,000 km) and geostationary orbit (altitude 35,786 km). Few 
satellites have orbits between 2000 and 9000 km because of the harsh environment of the Van Allen radiation belts 
which do not disrupt communications at microwave frequencies but can cause damage to on-board sensitive electronic 
circuitry. Although the present invention is not limited to any particular type of satellite, geostationary satellites are pre- 

40 f erred as synchronisation at the receiver may be less difficult. 

[0013] All object of the present invention is to provide a communications system in which transmitters may be low- 
price, compact, low weight, and efficient. In particular output amplifiers should be useable in a non-linear region. 
[0014] It is another object of the present invention to provide a communications system in which may be adapted to 
different baud rates. 

45 [001 5] It is a further object of the present invention to provide a satellite communications system with a compact, low 
weight and simple receiver design for on-board processing which, in particular, does not require narrowband channel 
filtering to extract the data. 

[0016] It is still a further object of the present invention to provide a communication system with good spectral effi- 
ciency, in particular to provide synchronisation for a plurality of synchronised transmitters which makes efficient use of 
so radio resources. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0017] The present invention may provide a telecommunications system including a plurality of transmitters, each 
55 transmitter transmitting a substantially constant envelope modulated signal on one carrier of a set of equally spaced 
carriers at any one time, said transmitters being co-ordinated by frequency division multiplexing and synchronised to 
produce an orthogonal frequency division multiplex (OFDM) signal at a receiver. 

[0018] The present invention also includes a method of operating a telecommunications system including the steps 
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of: transmitting from each transmitter of a plurality of transmitters a substantially constant envelope modulated data 
stream on one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one time, and co-ordinating and synchronising the trans- 
missions of the plurality of transmitters so as to produce an orthogonal frequency multiplexed signal at a receiver. The 
information content of the data stream from each transmitter is independent of the data streams from the other trans- 
5 mitters. 

[0019] The present invention also includes a transmitter for transmitting at any one time a modulated data stream on 
one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers, the spacing of said carriers being at the baud rate or a multiple thereof 
comprising: a modulator for substantially constant envelope modulation of a data stream, and means for sequentially 
hopping between at least two of said carriers. The transmitter preferably includes a means for synchronising transmis- 
10 sions with reference to a common system clock from a broadcast timing signal. The timing signal may be broadcast 
from a hub of the network, e.g. a network management controller or from a satellite. 

[0020] The present invention also includes a satellite receiver for receiving an orthogonal frequency multiplexed signal 
including a set of equally spaced carriers, each carrying a substantially constant envelope modulated data stream, the 
satellite receiver including a demodulator for demodulating the OFDM signal. The demodulator preferably demodulates 

is the stream from the frequency domain to the time domain directly. 

[0021] The carriers are preferably spaced at the baud rate. The data streams on the carriers are preferably symbol 
synchronised, more preferably packet or frame synchronised. Symbol guard gaps may be used but these should be 
kept to a minimum, e.g. between 9 and 15% of the symbol period. Synchronisation of the transmitters is preferably 
achieved without a large amount of signalling. It is preferred if the synchronisation is at least at first carried out with 

20 respect to a broadcast timing signal, which may be broadcast by a hub of the system. 

[0022] The present invention differs from conventional OFDM or COFDM as used for instance in television or radio 
broadcasting in that the individual transmitters only transmit on one carrier frequency of a set of carrier frequencies at 
any one time and the transmissions from all the transmitters combined together form an OFDM signal at a receiver, 
whereas in, conventional OFDM or COFDM broadcasting a high speed data signal is modulated onto all the carriers of 

25 the set of carrier frequencies and then transmitted. 

[0023] The dependent claims define separately further embodiments of the present invention. The present invention, 
its advantages and embodiments will now be described with reference to the following drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

30 

[0024] 

Fig. 1 shows amplitude and phase characteristics of a travelling wave tube amplifier. 

Fig. 2 is a comparison between the spectral response of a TWTA when operated with a linear modulation scheme 
35 in its linear and non-linear regions. 

Fig. 3 shows amplitude and phase characteristics of a solid state amplifier. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic representation of a satellite communication system which may be used with the present inven- 
tion. 

Figs. 5 and 6 are schematic representations of satellite communication systems which may be used with the 
40 present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a diagram showing frequency and time allocations which may be used for the OFDM signal in accordance 
with the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a schematic representation of a transmitter in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 9 is an arbitrary time/frequency schedule for use with the present invention. 
45 Fig. 10 is a schematic representation of embodiments of a transmitter and a receiver in accordance with the 
present invention. 

Fig. 1 1 shows non-linear characteristics of a solid state power amplifier. 

Fig. 12 is a representation of the normalised IBO and OBO characteristics of the amplifier of Fig. 1 1 . 
Fig. 13 is a representation of the spectral regrowth of a conventional filtered QPSK FDM system when the solid 
so state output amplifier is driven into a non-linear region. 

Fig. 14 is a schematic representation of a timing inserter in accordance with another embodiment of the present 
invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS 

55 

[0025] The present invention will be described with reference to certain specific embodiments and drawings but the 
invention is not limited thereto but only by the claims. Further, the present invention will be described with reference to 
very small aperture terminals (VSAT) which may be described as small (typically 0.75-2.4 m) intelligent satellite earth 
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stations suitable for easy on-premise installation but the invention is not limited thereto but may be applied to satellite 
communications systems with hand-held, mobile or portable terminals or with fixed earth stations which may concen- 
trate traffic from other telecommunications systems, e.g. local area computer networks (LAN), wide area computer net- 
works (WAN), public telephone or data networks, cellular telephone and data systems, commercial data networks such 

5 as Tymnet or Datapak or the Internet, emergency, e.g. police, fire and hospital, services, telephone and data services 
to ships and aeroplanes or space craft, in particular to telecommunications systems which provide data, voice or video 
or multimedia communications between individuals. The communications systems may be synchronous or asynchro- 
nous e.g. ATM, however the communications interface in accordance with the present invention is synchronous. Fur- 
ther, the present invention is not limited to satellite telecommunication systems but may find general use wherever 

10 communications to and from multiple users can be transmitted via multiple carriers at multiple frequencies, e.g. multi- 
plexed cable modem systems, optical fibre communications systems, LAN's or WAN's, particular wave-LAN's and 
WAN's, public and private radio telecommunication systems including mobile telephone and/or data, particularly cellu- 
lar telecommunication systems and paging systems. 

[0026] Fig. 4 is a schematic representation of a non-limiting VSAT system 1 to which the present invention may be 

is applied. The system 1 includes a plurality of VSATs 2-7. Each VSAT 2-7 may be connected to a variety of telecommu- 
nications devices such as a computer 1 1 capable of transmitting and receiving packet data, e.g. communications with 
the Internet or video, a telephone 12 for transmitting voice messages; a fax machine 13 for transmitting fax data. Each 
VSAT 2-7 may be communication with at least one satellite 1 0. To control and organise the telecommunications system 
1 , a network management centre (NMC) 9 may be provided which may also be in communication with the satellite or 

20 satellites 1 0 and also with the VSATs 2-7. The NMC 9 may be the hub of a star shaped system as shown schematically 
in Fig. 5 and may control the system 1 over the radio interface between the NMC 9 and the VSATs 2-7. Each VSAT 2- 
7 may communicate with any other VSAT 2-7 only via the satellite 10 and the NMC 9, i.e. each VSAT- VSAT communi- 
cation involves two round trips via satellite 10. The satellite 10 is transparent to the signals communicated through it. 
Alternatively, each VSAT 2-7 may be able to communicate directly with any other VSAT 2-7 via satellite 10 as shown 

25 schematically in Fig. 6. In this case the satellite 10 forms the hub and requires on-board processing. In such a system 
the NMC 9 may control the VSATs 2-7 and system 1 via landlines or other means of communication such as point-to- 
point microwave links or communicate via the satellite 10 for control of both the VSATs: 2-7 and the system in general. 
[0027] In accordance with the present invention the transmissions form the VSATs 2-7 (and NMC 9 if part of the sat- 
ellite transmission system) are co-ordinated and synchronised in such a way that the total signal received at the appro- 

30 priate receiver (either NMC 9 or the satellite 10 depending upon system configuration) forms an orthogonal frequency 
division multiplexed (OFDM) signal. For example, the data streams in the OFDM signal from a plurality of VSATs 2-7 
may be transmitted in such a way that the data stream on each carrier is symbol synchronised at the appropriate 
receiver (e.g. satellite 10 or the NMC 9 depending on how the system 1 is organised) with other data streams on the 
other carriers. It the data on the data streams is organised into packets or frames, it is preferred if alt the data streams 

35 on all the carriers are packet or frame synchronous. Each transmitting VSAT 2-7 transmits at any one time only on one 
carrier frequency of a set of equally spaced carrier frequencies 1 to m, each having a frequency f 0 + n.Af where f 0 is a 
base frequency and Af is the frequency difference between adjacent carriers of the OFDM signal and n is an integer 
between 1 and m. The frequency interval Af in accordance with the present invention may be equal to the symbol (baud) 
rate or a multiple thereof. Only one VSAT 2-7 may transmit on any one of the carrier frequencies 1 to m (frequency divi- 

40 sion) at any one time but it may hop sequentially between any of these frequencies. Frequency control on each carrier 
frequency relative to the same frequency transmitted by another station (relative frequency tolerance) is preferably to 
within a few percent of the symbol (baud) rate, preferably ±5%, or better, more preferably ± 3% or better, and most pref- 
erably ± 2% or better, typically ± 1%. The timing of ail the transmitters is preferably synchronised relative to each other 
to within a few percent of the symbol (baud) period, preferably better than ± 5%, e.g. better than ± 3.5% of the baud 

45 period, typically ± 2.5%. Further, the system 1 may include "N" stations 20 whereby "N" will generally be larger than the 
"m" carriers. The carrier frequencies may be shared among the VSATs 2-7 by employing a time division multiple access 
technique (TDM A) however the present invention is not limited thereto. 

[0028] In accordance with the present invention, the total available bandwidth may be divided into subbands depend- 
ing upon the baud rate of the information to be sent as shown schematically in Fig. 7. For instance two 64 kbps ISDN 

so transmissions for public telephone and data may be transmitted in a first band of 21 .9 MHz having 1 28 equally spaced 
carriers spaced at 187.5 kbaud, the spacing being determined by the useful transmitted baud rate of 144kbps (the addi- 
tional bandwidth may be necessary for system control data). On the other hand, it is presently possible to transmit 
video, e.g. for videoconferencing, at 384kbps using advanced compression techniques. Hence, a second band of 29.2 
MHz having 64 carriers spaced at 500 kbaud for a useful transmitted baud rate of 384 kbps may be provided for such 

55 data transmissions. For high speed file transfer between computer systems a third band may be provided, e.g. a band 
of 38.9MHz with 16 carriers having a spacing of 2,666 kbaud for a useful transmitted baud rate of 2048kbps. Using fre- 
quency agile modulators in the VSATs 2-7, each VSAT may select one of the frequencies in one f the bands for its 
transmissions depending upon the baud rate of the data to be transmitted. Further, the allocation of bandwidth, the 
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number of carriers in the band and the bandwidth may be dynamicallyaltered and the system re-configured by the NMC 

9 to meet changing loads and new demands. Where the satellite 10 is the receiver, the transmission from the satellite 

10 to a single receiver such as the NMC 9 may be carried out in accordance with the present invention. Alternatively, 
another system may be used depending upon the on-board processing capabilities. In this patent application the down- 

5 link side from the satellite 10 to the VSATs 2-7 will be called "broadcasting", for instance it may be DVB compatible as 
described in the article by A. Arcdiacomo, "Multimedia services and data broadcasting via satellite", Electronics & Com- 
munication, vol. 9, number 1, February, 1997. 

[0029] The transmitter side of a station 20 in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention is shown sche- 
matically in Fig. 8. The station 20 may be a VSAT 2-7 or a larger fixed earth station, e.g. for concentrating local traffic, 
10 or may be a mobile earth station, e.g. a vehicle mounted transceiver. At least one user 1 -4 may be connected by suita- 
ble terminal equipment (e.g. fax, telephone, PC, video player) to a modulator 31 in accordance with the present inven- 
tion which in turn is connected to an upconverter 32, a power amplifier 40 and an antenna 50. In accordance with the 
present invention the power amplifier 40 may be operated in the non-linear region, e.g. at or close to saturation. Where 
a plurality of users 1-4 or user terminal devices are connected to the station 20, a multiplexer 30 may multiplex the par- 
rs allel data from the user terminals into a serial bit stream for supply to the modulator 31 . The modulator 31 may be pro- 
vided with control data 25, 26 from a processor 28, for example, synchronisation, timing, time slot and frequency 
information. The timing and frequency data 26 may include the selected frequency of the multiple carriers transmittable 
by station 20 from the total pool of "m" equally spaced carriers and optionally, the hopping sequence as well as the 
respective times (in a multiplexed system the time slots) at each frequency that station 20 may transmit to satellite 10. 
20 The control data may be provided at least in part from an NMC 9 either over the radio interface or via a landline 29 or 
other communication means. The timing data may be relative within the system 1 or may be absolute. In particular, the 
station 20 may receive absolute time and position information a from a global navigation system such as Navstar GPS 
and/or GLONASS both of which are described in the article by Prof. P. Daly, Electronics & Communication, vol. 5, 
number 6, December 1993. Further, in-band control data 25 may be included for transmission by station 20. Such data 
25 may include requests for changes in frequency or timing allocations or access demands as well as other information 
required by the system 1 for control and synchronisation purposes. 

[0030] The serial multiplexed user data from the terminals 21-24 is received in the modulator 31 in which the data is 
suitably modulated onto one of the "m" equally spaced intermediate frequencies of the set of carrier frequencies in the 
OFDM signal at any one time. The modulator 31 may be a frequency agile modulator for hopping onto a preassigned 
30 sequence of the "m" equally spaced frequencies. Alternatively, but less preferred, the modulator 31 may include ¥, or 
a subset of "rrf, stable oscillators and the modulated data stream is time switched to the respective oscillator by a 
switching means. 

[0031] The modulation scheme used in the modulator scheduler 32 may be any suitable constant envelope scheme, 
e.g. unfiltered Quadrature Phase Shift keying (QPSK) but the invention is not limited this specific modulation scheme. 

35 Any modulation scheme which may be amplified by a power amplifier operated in the non-linear region without exces- 
sive degradation of the received and demodulated signal may be used. It is preferred if the modulation is substantially 
constant envelope. The modulated data stream is output from the modulator 31 is supplied to the upconverter 32 for 
upconversion to the RE transmission frequency (typically in the GigaHz range) and to a power amplifier 40 and trans- 
mission to satellite 10 as the final OFDM signal. 

40 [0032] Initial insertion and synchronisation of a station 20 may be carried out using insertion/access channels which 
may be separated in frequency from the frequencies of the OFDM signal so that there is no channel interference. To 
save bandwidth, it is preferred if the VSATs 2-7 which are not transmitting useful data are silent and do not send control 
dsignals, or if they do, to reduce this to a minimum. If all the VSATs in the system which could potentially transmit a 
useful message continuously transmit signals, a large amount of non-productive signalling traffic is generated. Accord- 

45 ingly, it is preferred in accordance with the present invention if the non-transmitting stations 20 camp on the system in 
a synchronised state but maintaining near to radio silence, i.e. only in receive mode. The synchronising methods of the 
present invention may be used independently of other aspects. 

[0033] One method of achieving this in accordance with the present invention is for each station to determine a com- 
mon system time from a global navigation system such as Navstar GPS and/or GLONASS. Such systems broadcast a 

so timing signal which, with other data, may be used by each station 20 to correct its own local clock. Both GLONASS and 
GPS guarantee an accuracy of better than 1 microsecond. This can be improved in accordance with the present inven- 
tion by the NMC 9 broadcasting via satellite 10 a timing correction signal. It is preferred if each station 20 does not need 
to know its exact position to determine the common system time. Accordingly, each station 20 and the NMC 9 deter- 
mines its "pseudo-range" to four satellites of the navigation system and computes from the data broadcast by the nav- 

55 igation system the instantaneous time error of its local clock thus determining a first approximation to the system time. 
The exact position of the hub, e.g. the NMC 9, is predetermined accurately, and the NMC 9 determines in addition the 
error between its calculated position in accordance with the navigation system and its known position. From this error 
value, the NMC 9 determines a timing correction to convert its own first approximation of a common system time to a 
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more accurate one. The timing correction signal is also broadcast by NMC 9 to the stations 20, e.g. via satellite 1 0. Each 
station 20 corrects its first calculated approximation of the system time in accordance with this timing correction signal 
to obtain a better estimate of a common system time. Optionally, the calculation of the timing correction signal may be 
carried out by, and broadcast from satellite 10 if its position is known accurately enough. Because the time calculation 

5 errors at each station 20 are highly correlated over a wide area, the above technique allows a sufficiently improved esti- 
mation of a common system time at each station 20 that a timing accuracy much better than 1 microsecond can be 
achieved. Hence, in accordance with the present invention, each station 10 synchronises itself based on a broadcast 
timing signal which does not take up bandwidth of the main communication traffic and without requiring the stations 20 
to break radio silence. This broadcast timing signal may be from a global navigation system and a part of the timing sig- 

io nal, e.g. a timing correction signal, may be broadcast by the hub of the network NMC 9 or satellite 10. In addition the 
hub may broadcast one or more frequency signals onto which each station 20 may lock, e.g. with a phase locked loop 
circuit. 

[0034] To synchronise the transmitted signals from each station 20 at the receiver, e.g. at satellite 10, each station 20 
can use the distance from the station 20 to the receiver or preferably the time of flight between the two to determine the 

is timing it must adopt to obtain synchronisation at the receiver (either the satellite 1 0 or NMC 9). This information may be 
provided by the network, e.g. from NMC 9 or may be calculated by PC 28 in each station 20 using appropriate algo- 
rithms and data on the current satellite position which may be provided directly from the satellite itself (ephemeris). 
When station 20 is mobile the calculations are complicated by the change of position of the station 20 which may be 
continuously recorded and input to PC 28 from information obtained from one of the global navigation systems such as 

20 GPS or GLONASS. Alternatively or additionally but less preferred as it takes up bandwidth, timing signals may be sent 
from the transmitter of a station 20, via the satellite 10 back to the station 20 and the round trip is halved to obtain the 
time delay between the station 20 and the satellite 1 0. The station 20 then advances its timing by this amount and sends 
further timing signals to the satellite 10. The satellite 10 measures any difference between the timing signals arriving 
from the station 20 and its own clock and sends back correction information to station 20. The station 20 then advances 

25 or retards its own timing in accordance with the correction information until its transmissions arrive at the satellite 10 
synchronised with the satellite's own clock. Similar procedures may be used when NMC 9 is the receiver. It is preferred 
if this correction of time of flight to the receiver is not carried out continuously to maintain each station in synch but, for 
instance, only just before or at the start of a transmission of an OFDM user message. 

[0035] In accordance with the present invention, it is preferred if each station pre-synchronises without unnecessary 

30 radio activity and then makes a final synchronisation check and small correction if necessary when starting a transmis- 
sion. Once a station 20 is inserted and synchronised, maintenance of synchronisation may be achieved by in-band sig- 
nalling, e.g. timing signals entered with the control data 25 which are extracted by the receiver, e.g. NMC 9 or satellite 
1 0, by conventional techniques, and error signals broadcast back to the station 20. When such procedures as described 
above are carried out with all the stations 20 within the system, all data streams on each carrier may be symbol syn- 

35 chronised at the appropriate receiver. 

[0036] A preferred embodiment of the synchronisation procedure in accordance with the present invention will be 
described with reference to Fig. 14. The procedure includes pre-synchronisation in one of the insertion channels fol- 
lowed by inclusion into the main OFDM system. As explained above, the downlink connection to the VSATs 2-7 may be 
DVB compatible. In accordance with the present invention a very accurate program clock reference (PCR) time stamp 

40 is inserted in, and broadcast with the DVB output stream. The time stamps are received by all the VSATs. The hub or 
NMC also broadcasts the orbital information of the relevant satellite 1 0. Using its own approximate location (determined 
from a global navigation system or otherwise) and the broadcast satellite information and time stamps, each VSAT cal- 
culates an estimate of the common system time allowing for its position relative to the hub or NMC, the satellite dis- 
tance, movements and Doppler effects. While still in the insertion channel and using this method (or the one described 

45 above using the global navigational system) each VSAT reaches a first stage of synchronisation, e.g. to within 1 micro- 
second. Each VSAT then transmits a timing pulse which is measured at the hub or NMC and the correction to the com- 
mon system clock is broadcast back to the individual VSAT as a timing correction signal. The VSAT corrects its clock 
according and sends further timing pulses and receives correction signals until the required synchronisation is 
achieved. The VSAT is then instructed by the hub, (NMC or satellite) to move from the insertion channel to one of the 

so frequencies or frequency/timeslot combinations of the main OFDM system. Here, the VSAT continues to send timing 
signals and receive correction signals at a very low rate, e.g. one per minute depending upon system loading, in order 
to reduce wasteful use of radio resources. This procedure has been tested and is able to maintain a remote receiver at 
the common system time to within a few nanoseconds. 

[0037] In accordance with this embodiment, the DVB modulator 80 of the transmitter of the hub or NMC includes a 
55 timing-PCR inserter 81 for inserting stable time stamps in the DVB compliant output stream and broadcasting via the 
DVB modulator and upconverter 82 and an antenna. Preferably, the incoming DVB data stream is decoupled from the 
DVB output stream so that the time stamps can be placed accurately in the stream and any timing jitter in th incoming 
stream may be removed. Any existing PCR stamps may be re-stamped in PCR inserter 81. By this method, the out- 
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bound clock is controlled by the modulator 80. Decoupling may be achieved by rate adaption as is well known to the 
skilled person. The time stamps are provided from an accurate timing source 83 such as an atomic clock and will be 
typically 1 pulse per second. The demodulator of the receiver of the hub is slaved to the same clock. 
[0038] Fig. 9 is a schematic arbitrary timing and frequency plan for VSATs 2-7 and NMC 9. For each carrier 1 ...n... m 

5 there is a timing plan for the transmissions by the VSATs 2-8 and NMC 9. The time units may be relative within the sys- 
tem 1 , e.g. the system has its own: clock, for example an atomic clock, or may be absolute as determined with reference 
to a standard such as a global navigation system as mentioned above. In a multiplexed system these time units may 
represent time slots. Additionally and optionally time may be allowed in the system 1 for transmission of control or other 
data to be sent on a regular or random basis in so-called pilots n P N . 

10 [0039] Fig. 10 is a schematic representation of an embodiment of a transmitter 60 and a receiver 70 in accordance 
with the present invention. In the transmitter 60, data 21-24 is fed to a substantially constant envelope frequency agile 
modulator 46 for modulation of one or more of the frequencies of the set of frequencies making up the OFDM signal. 
The transmission times and hopping frequencies are specified by the timing and frequency scheduler 45 as described 
with respect to Fig. 8 and only one frequency is transmitted at any one time. The timing and frequency scheduling may 

is be supplied by the network, e.g. from the NMC 9 via the radio interface or a landline and stored in the timing and fre- 
quency scheduler 45 which may have a non-volatile memory and processing capability. The present invention includes 
pre-assigned, reservation, demand access and random access schemes. Data 21-24 may be multiplexed data from 
several terminals, e.g. fax, telephone, PC and/or include data from several users 1 -4 concentrated at the transmitter 60. 
Optionally, the data 21 may be interleaved in an interleaver 42, error coded, e.g. trellis, block or convolution coding, in 

20 a coder 43 and scrambled and/or encrypted in a scrambler and/or encrypter 44 for security and privacy purposes before 
being modulated. After modulation the output signal of the modulator 46 may be bandwidth limited in a digital band pass 
filter 47 set to the bandwidth of the complete set of mufticarrier frequencies (this is to avoid transmitting power in fre- 
quencies outside those required for the OFDM transmission) and the filtered signal is then upconverted to the RF trans- 
mission frequency in an upconverter 48 and amplified in a power amplifier 49 for transmission to the satellite 10 via the 

25 antenna 50 over the radio interface 69. 

[0040] The data streams on the multicarrier frequencies which are transmitted by the transmitters 60 are transmitted 
in such a way that they are symbol synchronised at the receiver 70. The OFDM signal received by the receiver 70 is 
therefore made up of the transmissions from a plurality of transmitters 60, each transmission being controlled by the 
timing and frequency scheduler 45 in each station 60 to obtain symbol synchronisation at the receiver 70. The receiver 

30 70 may be the satellite 1 0 or the NMC 9. It is preferable if the NMC 9 controls the transmitters 60 so that the received 
carrier densities of all the stations 60 at the receiver 70 are more or less equal. 

[0041 ] The receiver 70 includes an antenna 61 , a downconverter 63, a bandpass filter 62 to extract the combined sig- 
nal of evenly spaced intermediate frequencies each carrying a data stream, and a multicarrier demodulator 64 for 
extraction of the individual data streams. The multicarrier demodulator may be a discrete Fourier transform demodulator 
35 using fast Fourier transforms as is conventional for OFDM or COFDM signal demodulation. Such demodulators are par- 
ticularly suitable for on-board processing as they are compact low weight, low power and relatively simple. To extract 
the data, a narrowband channel filter such as a SAW filter is not required in accordance with the present invention thus 
simplifying the receiver design. 

[0042] Each recovered data stream may be de-multiplexed in a demultiplexer 65, de- scrambled and/or decrypted in 
40 a descrambler 66, decoded in a decoder 67 and de-interleaved in a deirrterleaver 68 depending on how the data was 
processed in the transmitters 60 and how the data streams are to be processed further. 

[0043] The present invention relates to the communication link from the user terminals to or through the satellite 10. 
The present invention improves the use of one or more of the following resources with respect to existing multi-user, 
multi-frequency telecommunication, in particular, satellite systems: 

45 

1) user terminal transmit power. The output amplifier of each user terminal can be operated at saturation (OdB out- 
put back-off) without any penalty in system performance; this is important since the rated CW output power of the 
user terminal is a major system cost driver, especially for large user community sizes. 

2) satellite bandwidth. The required frequency spacing between the carriers of the user information is minimal and 
so 1 .2 to 1 .5 times lower than in conventional frequency-division-multiplex (FDM) systems. 

3) multi-user receiver complexity. The proposed signal spacing and shaping allow for efficient joint demodulation 
and detection of the simultaneous user messages This feature is especially attractive in systems where the multi- 
carrier receiver is located in the satellite, as is the case in on-board-processing (OBP) systems. 

55 [0044] These advantages are obtained by applying a number of concepts in the signal design. These concepts may 
be one or more of the following: 

1) use of a robust modulation scheme, e.g. substantially constant envelope signals: the user signals may have con- 
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stent envelope so that they are not altered or degraded by transmission through a saturated output amplifier of the 
user terminal. All example of a suitable modulation format is unfiltered M-ary Phase Shift Keying (M-PSK). In a typ- 
ical example all users will transmit in unfiltered 4-PSK, but it is very well possible to mix several modulation formats 
(for example 4-PSK and 8-PSK) in a single system with only a minor impact on receiver complexity. 
s 2) symbol-synchronous transmission: the symbol rates for all user terminals are kept equal, and the symbol epochs 
are aligned at the multi-user receiver. Without imposing symbol-synchronism the mutual interference of user sig- 
nals with a small frequency separation cannot be avoided, unless the user signals are severely filtered. Such a fil- 
tering would destroy the constant envelope property described above. 

3) orthogonal signal sets allow closely spaced signals: user signals can be closely spaced in frequency at the 
10 receiver only when they are orthogonal. Usually signals are made orthogonal by separating them completely in 

either time or frequency (e.g. in FDM systems) In the system proposed in accordance with the present invention 
the user signals are not completely separated in frequency as the bandwidth of each modulated carrier may over- 
lap with the adjacent carrier, but they are still orthogonal because of the use of symbol synchronisation. Simultane- 
ous user signals are separated over a frequency that is nominally equal to the symbol rate (or a multiple thereof). 
is In FDM systems user signals are conventionally separated by 1 .2 to 1 .5 times the symbol rate. This allows increase 
of the throughput of a given satellite segment by 20% to 50% with respect to traditional FDM systems. For M simul- 
taneous users transmitting at a symbol rate IfT the total used space segment bandwidth is M/T. 

4) the received signal set matches efficient receiver algorithms: The proposed basic complex signal format is 

20 s(m,M) = d(m,k) * expG27t (fo+m/T) (t-kT)) kT<t<(k+1)T 

where 

d(m,k) = complex data symbol of user in frequency slot m in symbol epoch k 
25 fb = common base frequency for all users 

m/T = frequency offset for frequency slot m (m=0,2,...M-1) 
T = symbol period, equal for all users 

The simultaneous demodulation and detection of the m data symbols in epoch k requires only an M-point discrete- 
30 Fourier-transform (DFT), for which very efficient algorithms are available. Furthermore existing digital signal proc- 
essor architectures are available which are optimised to perform DFT. Multi-carrier demodulation for filtered M-PSK 
or irregular frequency spacings are, on the other hand, considerably more complex. 

[0045] A comparison has been made between the present invention and a conventional FDM system. The system in 
35 accordance with the present invention used symbol synchronous, multi-carrier transmissions. The modulation was con- 
stant envelope QPSK-1/2-RS, whereby the carriers were located at 1 x the baud (symbol) rate. As the modulator gen- 
erates a constant envelope signal, it is not important in which region the output amplifier is operated. 
[0046] For the comparison a non-symbol synchronous - FDMA/TDMA system was tested. This system used a Nyquist 
filtered GPSK-1/2-RS scheme, whereby the carriers were located at 1.5 x the baud rate. Hie modulator generated a 
40 Nyquist filtered (e.g. roll-off 35%) signal. When the power amplifier is operated in its non-linear region, there are two 
sources of degradation: 

- the demodulator receives deformed signals called "Demodulator Degradation". 

- the adjacent demodulator receives the interfereing regrowth energy resulting in "Adjacent Channel Degradation". 

45 

[0047] All the transmissions were controlled, so that the received carrier densities of all stations were substantially 
equal. This can result in a maximum input overdrive of the power amplifier of 10 dB. 

[0048] The non-linear characteristics of the tested 1 Watt solid state power amplifier (SSPA) are shown in Fig. 1 1 . The 
1 dB compression point is at +17.7 dBm (input), +28.8 dBm (output). This is considered as the reference point for def- 

so inition of input (IBO) and output back-off (IBO), i.e. IBO = 0 dB corresponds to OBO = 0 dB at this point resulting in -1 .2 
dBW at the SSPA output. The response is shown in Fig. 12 in terms of the normalised IBO and OBO about the refer- 
ence point. For an input overdrive of 6.3 dB (IBO = -6.3dB), the output overdrive is 1 .8 dB (OBO =-1 .8 dB). Further, the 
output power is not reduced, even at an overdrive of 15 dB (IBO = -15 dB). Having to operate at the 1 dB compression 
point means a significant reduction (1 .8 dB) of the output power capability. 

55 [0049] For the system according to the present invention, as long as the wanted signal is below the required reference 
level at the receiver, the NMC 9 will drive the modulator in the transmitting station higher and higher in an attempt to 
gain more transmitted power and may possibly place the SSPA of the transmitter in overdrive. The demodulator in the 
receiver will not produce a degraded received signal in this mode with the present invention because of the use of con- 
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start envelope signals. The maximum VSAT power capacity is OBO = -1 .8dB corresponding to +0.6 dBW. 

[0050] In comparison, the output of the transmitter amplifier in the comparison FDM system would also be driven to 

the maximum VSAT power capacity of OBO = -1 .8 dB 

5 corresponding to +0.6 dBW. This will have the following negative effects, (i) It causes spectrum regrowth as shown 
in Fig. 13 (for an input overdrive of 6 dB). The corresponding interference into the adjacent channel (which is nor- 
mally at the same or higher power density level) is on average Co/lo * 20 dB. Since the threshold link operation is 
at Co/No]thr * 4 dB, this corresponds to a degradation of 0.1 1 dB for the adjacent demodulation. 

(ii) The deviation from linear characteristics caused demodulator degradation, which was measured to be a maxi- 
10 mum of 0.07 dB from the linear operation. The net result of this operation is an output power of +0.6 dBW, which is 

degraded by 0.07 dB. 

(iii) Another degradation at saturation is the loss of energy in the regrowth part of the transmission, instead of keep- 
ing this power in the main lobe. 

is The lost energy * -16dB (1 8te lobe) 2.5% 

-20dB(2 nd lobe) 1% 

The net loss is then -10log (1 - 0.035) or 0.15 dB. 

(iv) tf it would be decided to use the VSAT amplifier up to the maximum 1 dB compression point, the output power 
20 would be limited to +0.6 - 1 .8 = -1 .2 dBW, without however the 0.07 dB degradation. This corresponds to a reduced 

link margin of 1 .72 dB, which is considered as significant inefficiency in VSAT systems. 

When the SSPA was in hard overdrive (OBO = -1 .8 dB), the results in Table 1 were obtained showing an improvement 
of 1 .2 dBW for the system of the present invention. 

25 



Table 1 





NET EQUIVALENT SIGNAL 
POWER 


MF/TDMA - Saturated SSPA 


+0.60 dBW 


FDMA/TDMA - Saturated SSPA 


+0.6 -0.07 -0.15 = 0.38 dBW 


FDMA/TDMA - SSPA @ - 1 dB compression 


+0.6 -1.8 = -1.2 dBW 



35 

[0051] While the invention has been shown and described with reference to preferred embodiments, it will be under- 
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes or modifications in form and detail may be made without departing 
from the scope and spirit of this invention. For instance, symbol guard gaps may be introduced. The receiver ignores 
the incoming signal during the guard time. The guard symbol time TG may be set at £ 25% of the symbol period, typi- 
40 cally 9 to 15% thereof. The length of the guard gap should be kept as short as possible because it is a non-used part 
of the channel capacity and to maintain orthogonality, the spacing of the carriers has to be increased which lowers the 
spectral efficiency of the system. 

[0052] Further, the system in accordance with the present invention is not dependent on the access scheme and may 
be configured, for instance, for pre-assigned, reservation, demand or random access. The only requirement is that the 
45 all transmissions whether traffic, control or access requests must be symbol and ideally packet synchronous at the 
receiver. 

[0053] Although the present invention has been described with particular reference to satellite systems and the 
present invention has particular advantages in satellite systems such as the simplicity of the design of the receiver 
within the satellite for on-board processing as well as the simplicity of the design of the power amplifiers used in the 

so earth stations, the present invention is not limited to satellite systems, i.e. the radio interface 69 does not need to include 
a satellite link The present invention may be advantageously used wherever transmission of high speed data is 
required at different information rates, particularly when the transmitters and receivers are stationary, e.g. in a Metro- 
politan Access network or in the cable return channel of the DVB system in which the modulation rates may be 
256kbits/s supporting 500 slots/s, 1,544 Mbrts/s supporting 3000 slot/s or 3.088 Mbit/s supporting 6000 slots as 

55 described in the article by G. S. Mills. W. H. Dobbie and G. Bensberg, "DVB specifications for broadcast related inter- 
active TV services", Electronics & Communication, vol. 9, number 1 , February 1997, pages 38 to 42. 



10 



EP 0 930 744 A1 



Claims 

1 . A telecommunications system including a plurality of transmitters, each transmitter transmitting a modulated signal 
on one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one time, said transmitters being co-ordinated by frequency 

5 division multiplexing and synchronised to produce an orthogonal frequency division multiplex (OFDM) signal at a 
receiver. 

2. A method of operating a telecommunication system, comprising the steps of: transmitting from each transmitter of 
a plurality of transmitters a modulated data stream on one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one 

10 time, co-ordinating and synchronising the transmissions of the plurality of transmitters so as to produce an orthog- 
onal frequency multiplexed (OFDM) signal at a receiver. 

3. A system according to claim 1 or method according to claim 2, wherein the synchronisation of the transmitters 
includes broadcasting a timing signal relating to a common system time. 

15 

4. A system or method according to claim 3, further comprising the timing signal being broadcast from a hub of the 
system. 

5. A system or method according to any previous claim, wherein the transmissions from said transmitters are symbol 
20 synchronous, preferably packet or frame synchronous at said receiver. 

6. A system or method according to any previous claim, wherein at least one transmitter is adapted to hop on at least 
two of the set of carriers. 

25 7. A system or method according to any previous claim, wherein said system is a satellite system and said receiver is 
a satellite or an earth station. 

8. A system or method according to any previous claim, wherein guard gaps are used and the gaps are set at less 
than 25% of the baud period, more preferably less than or equal to 15% of the baud period. 

30 

9. A transmitter for transmitting a modulated data stream on one carrier of a set of equally spaced carriers at any one 
time, the spacing of said carriers being at the baud rate or a multiple thereof comprising: 

a modulator for modulation of a data stream, 
35 a means for sequentially hopping between at least two of said carriers. 

10. A transmitter according to claim 9, further comprising an output amplifier operated within a non-linear region. 

11- A satellite receiver for receiving an orthogonal frequency multiplexed (OFDM) signal including a set of equally 
40 spaced carriers, each carrying a modulated data stream, the satellite receiver including a demodulator for demod- 
ulating the OFDM signal. 

12. A satellite receiver according to claim 11, wherein said receiver does not include a narrowband channel fitter to 
extract said data from said OFDM signal. 

45 

13. A telecommunications system, a method of operating a telecommunications system, a transmitter or a satellite 
receiver in accordance with any of the previous claims, wherein the modulation of the data stream is substantially 
constant envelope. 

50 
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